
Warning signs that a young
person maybe involved in gang
culture can include:

Becoming more secre�ve

Changes in friendships

Seems to be more on edge

Maybe showing more of a
temper or angry outbursts

Staying out later than normal

Is being no�ced by the police

Disinterested in school and
learning

Says there is li�le future for
them so not worth trying

Changes in clothes or
appearance to fit in with the
gang

Maybe signs of injury from
fights
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Home Learning Lesson

Teacher note: This activity is designed for students who are learning at home independently. The activity is planned to last 45-
an hour. This page is also available as a separate PDF in the download. 

Most 14 year-olds DO NOT carry knives (only 3.4% do and
most are boys).

Young people who join gangs are more likely to become
involved in criminal ac�vity,  carry knives or other
weapons, go to prison and not complete their educa�on.

Leaving a gang can be as dangerous as joining it in the
first place, but it is possible and there are organisa�ons to
help.

There are a number of warning signs that can indicate
that someone is in danger of becoming involved in a gang
or are already in a gang (see list on the le�).

If you are worried about yourself or a friend talk about it
with someone you trust or look at the websites below.

Key Facts about knife crime and gang culture

Your task:

Design a poster, leaflet, cartoon, app, poem, short story
(choose one of these) to give a message to someone your age
about why they should avoid joining a gang and carrying a
knife.

Make notes on your ideas and planning.

List at least 3 new things you learned from researching this
topic.

Use the following websites to help research your ideas.

www.themix.org.uk
www.childline.org.uk
www.benkinsella.org.uk


